BEDH

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AT SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETINGS

All regular and special meetings of the School Committee shall be open to the public. Executive
sessions will be held only as prescribed by the Statutes of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

The School Committee desires citizens of the district to attend its meetings so that they may
become better acquainted with the operations and the programs of our local public schools. In
addition, the committee would like the opportunity to hear the wishes and ideas of the public.

Public comment is not a discussion, debate, or dialogue between individuals and the School
Committee. It is an individual's opportunity to express an opinion on issues within the School
Committee's authority.

1. At the start of each regularly scheduled School Committee meeting, individuals or group
representatives will be invited to address the Committee. The Chair shall determine the
length of the public participation segment.

2. Speakers will be allowed three (3) minutes to present their material. The presiding Chair
may permit extension of this time limit.

3. The Chair of the meeting, after a warning, reserves the right to terminate speech which is
not constitutionally protected because it constitutes true threats that are likely to provoke
a violent reaction and cause a breach of the peace, or incitement to imminent lawless
conduct.

4. All remarks will be addressed through the Chair of the meeting.

5. Speakers may offer such objective criticisms of the school operations and programs as
concern them, but in public session the Committee will not hear personal complaints of
school personnel nor against any member of the school community. Under most
circumstances, administrative channels are the proper means for disposition of legitimate
complaints involving staff members.

6. Written comments longer than three (3) minutes may be presented to the Committee
before or after the meeting for the Committee members’ review and consideration at an
appropriate time.
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